
Robot i cs  Caucus 

Goa ls  

¶ Increase general awareness of 

challenges and issues among 

Members of Congress and 

policy analysts; 

¶ Educate Members of Congress 

and congressional staff on 

current & future research 

and development, and 

utilization initiatives 

¶ Serve as a forum where 

robotics-related policy 

issues can be exchanged, 

debated and discussed by 

members of Congress; 

¶ Ensure that our nation 

remains globally competitive 

as the robotics industry 

expands and further affects 

the way we live our lives.  

On October 13th representatives from Foshay 

Robotics Team 597 traveled from Los Angeles 

to Washington DC.  The team was one of 

several exhibitors at the Congressional Robotics 

Caucus briefing held on Capitol Hill Thursday, 

October 15th 2009.  Inventor and FIRST 

Robotics Founder Dean Kamen was the keynote 

speaker along with several other speakers which 

included Christyl Johnson - Executive Director 

National Science and Technology Council; Office 

of Science and Technology Policy, David 

Ruppersbergers ð President & CEO of The 

Technology Collaborative, Lauren Lyons ð former 

FIRST student and currently working as an engineer, 

and finally our very own Karla Salinas ð former FIRST student and current mentor, now studying 

Mechanical Engineering at the University of Southern California. 

Dean Kamen (Keynote  Speaker)   

Educat iona l  In i t ia t ive  

Congress iona l  Robot ics  Caucus Luncheon Br ie f ing  

Dean Kamen,  Inventor of the Segway Human Transporter, communicated his passion for science and 

technology to over 200 attendees.  FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition in Science and Technology) 

is designed to get young people excited about technology.  As a result, they might even consider a 

career in math, science,  or engineering to be an appealing option in a society that idolizes actors, rock 

bands, and sport stars.  Deanõs and the Robotics Caucusõ major concern is that the United States is 

losing its edge as the worldõs leader in technology. Also, the current 

generation of engineers and technologists are reaching  retirement age and it 

is becoming increasingly difficult to find qualified replacements for these 

individuals. Many young people do not look at science and technology as 

career options. If we do not address the crisis now, there could be serious 

repercussions in our way of life and our standard of living in the near future. 

Deanõs mission òis to inspire young people to be science and technology 

leaders, by engaging them in exciting mentor-based programs that build 

science, engineering and technology skills, that inspire innovation, and that 

foster well-rounded life capabilities including self-confidence, communication, 

and leadership. ò 

òWe donõt just Build Robots; We Build Character,ó 

Newsletter 

Foshay Robotics, Team 597 

Rep. Dianne Watson (D),  

Los Angeles California 

Speaker and Key Member of Robotics  

Caucus 

Karla Salinas , Former Foshay Robotics 

Student , speaking to the Robotics Caucus 

about her FIRST Robotics experience.  

"To transform our 
culture by creating a 
world where science 
and technology are 

celebrated 
and  where young 
people dream of be-
coming science and 
technology heroes."  

Dean Kamen,  

Founder  

Dean speaking to Robotics Caucus 
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Mr. Newhouse and Karla Salinas of Team 597 with 

FIRST founder, Dean Kamen, at the Congressional 

Robotics Caucus Luncheon Briefing  



òWe donõt just Build Robots; 

We Build Character,óó 
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Congresswoman D iane  E .  Watson   

Fac ing  Cr i s i s  i n  STEM Educat ion and Wor ld  Leadersh ip :  Creat ing  

Oppor tun i t i es  

Also in attendance were Jennifer Lemus, current student team captain Foshay Robotics Team 597, Mr. Darryl 

Newhouse, lead mentor/coach Foshay Robotics Team 597, Principal Yvonne Edwards, Foshay Learning Center, Jade 

Green (Net Generation Youth), Gail Lenon, Team Support, and Assistant Principal Emilio Garza.  

òAs a former Ambassador, educator, and  a Member of Congress serving on the Foreign Affairs Committee, I am keenly 

aware of the turbulent times in which we live.  

Globalization has created increased opportunities, as well as  multidimensional challenges that threaten peace, progress 

and prosperity in societies around the globe. As nations become increasingly interdependent and intertwined economi-

cally, politically and socially, a new world emerges, one which requires anew international leadership.  

Our country faces not only a STEM education crisis, but also a world leadership crisis. If we fail to innovate, we will abdi-

cate our leadership role in the emerging world order. It is time to embed the ôworldõ in world class education. It is time 

to implement various initiatives to facilitate the move towards innovation. The first is to design a K-20 stem education 

pipeline with a global focus. Second, we must ensure America has a competitive workforce. Third, we need to cultivate 

youth as leaders who are culturally aware, civically responsible, and empowered with 21st century competencies and 

global understandings. ò 

Christyl C. Johnson, 

Executive Director of 

the National Science 

and Technology Council 

(NTSC), speaker and 

attendee 

òThe difference between genius and 

stupidity...is that genius has its limits.ó                                    

- Albert Einstein  

Lauren Lyons (former FIRST student from 

Team 362 and currently working as an 

engineer) & Mr. Newhouse (Team 597) 

enjoying the conference. 

Congressman Gingrey at 

the October 15, 2009 

briefing. 

Congressman Doyle at the 

October 15, 2009 briefing 

Congresswoman Diane Watson at 

the October 15, 2009 briefing. 

 

 Exhibitors & Guests  

Banneker Senior HS, DC - FTC 
Team 2989  

Bryn Mawr College, PA  

Carnegie Mellon University, PA  

Forsyth Alliance Robotics, GA  

Foshay Learning Center / NGY 
STEM, CA - Team 597 

Herndon High School, VA - FRC & 
FTC Team 116 / 519  

Jefferson Middle School, DC - FLL 
Team 8180 KIPR - KISS Institute 
for Practical Robotics, OK  

Lower Marion HS, PA  

McKinley Technology HS, DC - 
FRC Team 1915 Montgomery 
County Public Schools, MD  

Sidwell Friends School, DC  

Worcester Polytechnic Institute, 
MA  

Thank You:  

Dean Kamen, the Congressional Robotics Caucus, Exhibitors and Participants 

 

Special Thanks To: 
Dr. Ronnie Lowenstein for pioneering NetGeneration Youth Ambassadors Club at 
Foshay Learning Center & supporting Foshay Robotics Team 597 and its endeavors.  


