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   “ We  Don’t Just Build Robots, We Build Character!”
Dear Potential Sponsor
I’m Louis Gavidia, a junior at Foshay Learning Center. Although, I come from an underserved community, I along with many of my peers understand that we have a civic responsibility to better our society.  We are preparing ourselves to take advantage of the educational and technological opportunities of the 21st Century and we are building bridges of understanding of a world without borders.  Today I seek your support on behalf of my school’s Robotic Team.

I am a scholar fully dedicated to my academics and I am also involved in several extracurricular activities. One of the activities I am involved in is the FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) Robotics Competition. This is an international competition sanctioned by NASA, in which teams design, build, program, and fine tune a robot to enter into one of the 43 regional competitions around the world.  FIRST affords students the opportunity to work with professional engineers, teachers, adult mentors, and other professionals who teach students about engineering mechanics, computer programming, systems engineering, circuit design, as well as intangibles such as commitment, responsibility, accountability, hard work, dedication, time management, and other vital skills that are necessary to becoming productive members of our society and community.  I have been lucky enough to be a part of this team two years. 

I joined the team because it nurtured my interest in science. Ever since I was young, I’ve always known that it was my calling, sadly not everyone around me believed in me. One person even came to tell me that I was dreaming too high. This brought me to tears but it didn’t crush my hopes of pursuing my goals. Robotics has offered me the opportunity of a learning environment in which I can express myself with peers with similar dreams and aspirations. Not only do I have more self-confidence but also the moral support of those around who believe that I can achieve whatever it is that I put my mind to.

Every year the team is faced with financial dilemmas. We don’t have the financial or material resources such as machine shops, metal shops, and computers that many of the schools in Beverly Hills, the South Bay area, Palisades, and the Valley possess. For the most part, we earn money for our robotics team by selling snacks and pencils after school. Our mentor, Mr. Newhouse, also writes grants but it is still not enough to cover our expenses. LAUSD and our school provide very little financial assistance to our team.  Thankfully, Mr. Newhouse was the lifeline that alleviated our financial distress with his additional monetary contribution that summed up to thousands of dollars, and has still, to this day, not been reimbursed.  I know that to him our team’s success is payment, yet not enough, to his constant dedication and contributions to the team.

On behalf of my team I ask for your financial, as well as your moral support, to keep our robotics team changing lives such as mine inspiring us to pursue careers in Math, Science, or Engineering and seek the path of college to become successful professionals. I know that we can count on your dedicated support to this worthy cause. We would like to give a presentation to answer any questions or concerns you may have in regards to our team.  To learn more about our inner-city robotics team visit the team’s website at www.team597.net.  I thank you for your time, and we hope to hear from you soon. 

PS: Enclosed is a copy of our projected budget for 2010 Robotic Regional. Or feel free to contact myself or my mentor if you have any questions regarding our high school Robotics Team.
Sincerely,

Louis Gavidia                                                        Darryl Newhouse

Junior Captain                                                       Robotics Mentor/Mathematics Teacher 
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